Disability as a "family affair": parental disability and childhood immunization.
There is a substantial body of research focusing on the health and healthcare utilization of individuals with a disability but less has been done to examine the impact of disability on nondisabled family members. We sought to investigate the influence of parental disability on children's healthcare as measured by the timely receipt of childhood immunizations. Observations on 11,997 children between the ages 2 and 5 years were obtained from the 1994 and 1995 United States National Health Interview Surveys representing 27,534,841 children when weighted. Children are determined to be in compliance with the Centers for Disease Control immunization protocol at age 24 months if they have received 4 DTP, 3 polio, and 1 MMR vaccine dose. Disability is characterized using the activity and personal care scales from the National Health Interview Surveys. The data were analyzed using logistic regression controlling for factors identified in prior research to be related to timely receipt of immunization. Children living with a parent who is unable to provide his or her own personal care are 65% less likely (odds ratio = 0.35; 95% confidence interval = 0.17-0.70) to be immunized on time than children who live with parent(s) who do not have a disability. Children of parents who are limited in their personal care, and children of parents who have work limitations, are not less likely than children of nondisabled parents to receive immunizations on time. The impact of a parent's severe disability extends to the health care of dependent children. These findings argue for research to investigate the full scope of the effects of parental disability on children's health and for policies that address this impact.